Amphibian and Reptile Identification and Information Shee

When you are out looking for animals please be careful around tles etigonds or
water courses. You shouldn’'t need to touch the animals for any rdagahyou do,
remember to wash your hands afterwards. None of the animalge/dikedy to find
are normally dangerous to humans, but please treat themtaltavition and respect.
Taking part in this survey does not give you right of access tatpriproperty so
please ask the landowner’s permission if you wish to suhagyland.

What to do:

To look for amphibians and reptiles in your own garden, there areat@l@&ces you
can check. If you have a pond, look around the edges, near clumegedation, or
under rocks. Animals may also be sheltering in areas of loags gr underneath
shrubs. If there is a warm, sunny spot in your garden, you mighsfiakes or lizards
basking there. Compost heaps can be good hiding spots as they tendatonband
moist. Be careful as grass snakes and slow worms are knowrkéth@r nests in
composts. Try not to disturb any animals you find. If you move argthip to put it
back the way you found it when you are finished.

Make sure you keep your eyes open when you are out walking in Cambymige.
never know what you might see!

How to fill in the recording form:

The aim of this survey is to determine where amphibians andegepive in
Cambridge, therefore we are not concerned with the sex of dodivanimals at this
time.

Please record only one location per form. Try to be specific théhocation - if it
helps, draw us a map. Don’t worry if you don’t know the grid refegen

Don't forget to fill in the date and your contact information. ime cases we may
need to contact you for more information about your record.

If you see frog or toad spawn, you don’t need to count individual egis;qunt the
number of clumps or strings you see. It is difficult to identiflyich species a newt
larva is, so note the number seen in the notes section.

The notes section can also be used to record any other animals of ifdeesimple
terrapins or other exotic species.
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The following photos and information should help you identify the species of
amphibians and reptiles found around Cambridge:

Common Frog (Rana temporaria
- Upto 10cm long
Smooth, moist skin
Variable colours — can be green, brown, red,
yellow
Usually move by leaping or hopping
Frogspawn is laid in clumps
Frog tadpoles start out black but change to dark
grey with gold speckles after a few weeks

Photo copyright: The Wildlife Trusts

Common Toad(Bufo bufg
Up to 12 cm long
Dry, warty skin
Greenish brown colour
Usually move by crawling or short hops
Toadspawn is laid in long strings
Toad tadpoles are black throughout their
development
Photo copyright: The Wildlife Trusts

Smooth Newt(Lissotriton vulgari3
Up to 10cm long
Males are greenish brown with black
spots
During the breeding season males have
a small wavy crest along their backs
Females are lighter in colour than
males, with less obvious spots Photo copyright: John Baker
Newt larvae are similar to tadpoles but
have feathery external gills just behind their heads

Great Crested Newt(Triturus cristatu3

Up to 15cm long

Dark brown, warty skin with black spots

Orange or yellow belly with black spots

During the breeding season, males have a large

spiky crest along their backs and a white stripe

on their tails

Females have an orange stripe along the

bottom of their tails

Great crested newt larvae are very similar to

smooth newt larvae

This is a protected species and must not be

handled unless a licence to do so is obtained
Photo copyright: The Wildlife Trusts



Grass Snake(Natrix natrix)
- Upto 1lmlong
Olive green or brown body with a yellow and
black collar just behind the head
Black stripes along the sides
Often seen near or in water
Lay their eggs in decomposing vegetation such as
compost heaps

Photo copyright: Glen van Ginkel

Common Lizard (Zootoca vivipard

Up to 15cm long

Variable colours in shades of
brown or grey often with spots or
flecks and a stripe down the back
Young are usually dark brown or
black throughout

Photo copyright: The Wildlife Trusts

Slow-worm (Anguis fragili9

Slow-worms are legless lizards, but are
often mistaken for snakes

Up to 40cm long

Brown, copper or grey body, often
with a dark stripe down the back
Young are lighter in colour with dark

sides and stripe down the back _
Photo copyright: Laura Watson

If you are having difficulty identifying the species of amphiba@a reptile you see,
feel free to call the City Greenways Project for guidance.



